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New Horizons Launch Options

• 2006 Planned Baseline 
Launch date: 

Jan 11- Feb 14, 2006
Launch period: 35 days
Max C3: 164 km2/s2

S/C launch mass: 481 kg
Pluto arrival: 2015-2020

• 2007 Planned Backup 
Launch date: Feb 2-15, 
2007
Launch period: 14 days
Max C3: 166.2 km2/s2

S/C launch mass: 461 kg
Pluto arrival: 2019-2020

Launch vehicle:  
Atlas 551 + Star 48B

Launch site:  
Cape Canaveral, FL  
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New Horizons Mission Timeline
(2006 Baseline Plan)
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Pluto Encounter
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Baseline Spacecraft 
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• S/C trajectory time ticks: 10 min
• Charon orbit time ticks: 12 hr
• Occultation: center time
• Position and lighting at Pluto C/A
• Distance relative to body center
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Web site - http://pluto.jhuapl.edu


